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FROM A 


Whig Gentleman 


INTHE 


Country, to his FRIEND 
in Town; 


Concerning a Printed 


MEMORIAL) 


Under the Name of 


His Excellency the Baron de | 


Bothmar, Envoy from the Coun | 
of F Hannover. 8 If 
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FROM A 
' Whig Gentleman 


I N 


in Town. 
Pamphlets you ſeat me, which are 
Memorial delivered to one of Her M 5 
his Electoral Highneſs of Hannover. Done 
Advice you ſay nothing of this extraordi- 


The Country, to his FRIEND 
SIR, +0 
| MONGST the Collection of 
\ ſafely come to hand, I find one 
very ſurprizing Paper, Intitled, 4 
P | S— of S---te, by his Excellency the 
Baron de Bothmar, Envoy Extraordinary from 
at London, the 28th of November, 1711. 
The Second Edition. In your Letter of 
nary Piece, if our Friends have ſo far gain- 
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LETTER 


Parties are fallen into that way of Writing, 


(4) 

ed their Point, as to make it be thought 
Genuine, I conclude the World may be 
ealily impoſed upon; but I am at a loſs to 
gueſs how they got Courage enough to at- 
tempt their uſual Impoſture, in an Affair 
of ſo great Confequence to England, and 
how they durſt play with ſuch an Illuſtri- 
ous Name as Hannover. Pray in your next 
let me know whether there hath not been 
Complaint made by his Highneſs's Mi- 
niſter the Baron de Bothmar on the part of 
his Maſter, and how far he ſeems to reſent 
the Diſreſpect that, in this Caſe, hath been 
ſhown to the Elector. ; 


 W « have been much amuſed in the 
Country, for ſome Months paſt, with Iro- 
ny, or the Pretence to it: I obſerve both 


which I may be bold to fay was firſt pra- 
ftifed by us. Tt is now become a common 
Cant of all the Pamphleteers, to perſonate 
themſelves on contrary Sides, in order to 
make what they write appear more Impar- 
tial to the World: Such were thoſe Letters 
we have ſeen under the Name of Hore# 
Whies and Honest Tories, the D— ef 
M-— Vindication, the Preſent M——y Vin. 
dicated, the Shortest Way with the Diſſenters, 
c, which at firſt fight uſed to deceive 


ſome Perſons here, till upon Perufal the 
foun 


(5) 
found it impoſſible to come from ſuch Per. 
fons they pretended to repreſent, I dare af. 
firm, without hearing any thing of it, this 
Memorial to be of the fame Strain; but 
muſt tell you, I think it a very unartful At- 
tempt. How it cou'd rife to a Second Edition 
is very ſtrange, for there's nothing in it that 
can any way favour the Pretence ; the whole 
Compoſure is Exgliſb, the Style the fame with 
many of our late Pamphlets : The Author 
makes a Foreign Prince and Miniſter, who 
had been here but a very ſhort time, ſpeak 
the Language of all the Libels that have 
been writ upon the Subject of, No Peace. 
I doubt this was never done by that Ma- 
ſterly Hand, who ſerved the Cauſe with 
the Earl of Rocheſter's Vindication, or the De- 

ence to ſome Articles of Impeachment : It is 
even lets Artful than Monſieur Pettcum's Let- 
ter. I cannot foreſee what Service it can 
be to us; I'll undertake to ſhew ſeveral 
Reaſons to prove it originally Ezgliſþ, with- 
out much Pretence to Criticiſm: And if 
that be once granted, I am certain it muſt 
do our Side much more Hurt than Good. 


You know, and I believe will be ready 
to atteſt, that I am in Opinion what is uſu- 
ally called a Sanch Whiz, and fo ſhall con- 
tiaue, till I find better Reaſons to change 
my Principles than have yet been offered 

A--2 me. 
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me. Neither do I think any thing I ſhall 
fay in this Letter, will in the leaſt contradict 
that Character; yet I am willing to tell you 
my Thoughts, and impart ſome Circum- 
ſtances whereof I have been but lately in- 
formed, and with that Ingenuity and Free- 
dom which our Kindred and Friendſhip 
permit : But to be able to do this, I ſhall 
not always ſpeak as a Whis would, in the 
hearing of a Tory; but as one who, for the 
time being, ſtrips himſelf of the Prejudice 
of Party (Which however is no very eaſy 
matter to do) and is willing to be gover- 
ned by Reaſon rather than Faction. 


As ſuch a Perſon, I laugh at that ridi- 
culous Memorial; I never ſaw ſo bare-fac'd 
an Impoſture: Can any Man be perſuaded 
that the Elector of Hanover, who hath the 
Character of a good and wiſe Prince, di- 
rected his Miniſter to publiſh it? Or, that 
the Miniſter did deliver it to one of the 
Secretaries? There is not the leaſt Proba- 
bility to favour ſuch an Opinion. How 
prudently hath his Highneſs hitherto carri- 
ed himſelf in reſpect of Ezglard, and how 
induſtriouſly avoided declaring tor any Side? 
But this Memorial, if it were true, would 
make him alter that whole Conduct at 
once, to ſet himſelf at the Head of one 
Faicy, aud at the worſt time, even 5 
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that Party proves to be very much weak- 

ned; I ſpeak it with Grief, both in Intereſt 
and Reputation, without conſidering he is 
to be at the Head of all the People. 


Uro better Thoughts, I acquit our 
Party of Writing ſuch an improbable Memo- 
rial, and am rather inclined to fix it upon 
ſome wretched Jacobite, who with his ſhal- 
low Politicks, would endeavour to create 
Jealouſies and Miſunderſtandings between 
Us and the El-—r, in hopes to advance 
the Intereſt of the Pretender ; For were this 
Paper real, ſome Expreſſions in it would 
infallibly eſtrange the Peoples Hearts from 
his H ſs, which this Author muſt cer- 
tainly know. The Nation is extremely 
Jealous of the Q-—s Glory, and will hard- 
ly be brought to forgive, much more love, 
any Perſon, how great ſoever, that offers 
a Diſre ſpect to Her M y, as our Par- 
ty can too well teſtify; ſince, whether true 
or falſly urged, it has proved one of the 
ſtrongeſt Handles of Reproach againſt them. 
Granting this, could the El— r, who no 
doubt is throughly informed of our Affairs, 
be fo far overſeen, to pretend to give Laws to 
Her Br ck M, in the Style of this 
Memorial? But to baniſh all Diſtruſt, it would, 
be neceſſary there ſhould be no ſecret Negotiation, 
which might give ground for Suſpicion, that one 
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or other of the Allies might make their own 
Treaty ſeparately. His H——f could never 
pretend thus abruptly to impoſe a Neteſſity 
upon x Q— and People, whoſe Judgment 
he hath ſo much Reaſon to approve, from 
the wiſe Choice they have made of a Suc- 
ceſfor (and it was certainly the beſt and 


wiſeſt they could poſſibly make) for the 


El-—r cannot but know we were fully 
appriſed of our own Neceſſities, or we had 
never gone fo much out of the way to pro- 
vide a Remedy againſt them. And may 
theſe Kingdoms be for ever governed by 
that Illuſtrious Line, to the Diſappointment 
of the Pretender and all his Adherents, of 
what Party ſoever they be. 


NEz1THER can it be once ſuſpected 


from the Q-—'s paſs*'d Conduct, that France 


could, in the Words of the Memorial, have 
the dexterity to dazzle the Eyes of one of the 
Maritime Pomers, ſo as to induce ſuch Power 
to actept ſome Advantage, ſo much to the Pre- 
judice of the other, This could by no means 
come from the El r, who knows the Ex- 
pence the Q-— has made, during the 
whole Courſe of the War; how diſintereſt- 
edly and generouſly ſhe has ated, where, 
for the ſole Benefit of the Allies, England 
hath loſt above an Hundred thouſand Lives, 
and ſpent more, Money than will coſt two 

Ages 


09% 
Ages to recover. Hath not this been under 
the Conduct, and with the good Will 
of that Power, whom this Memorial ſo in- 
juriouſly admits may be dazzled by advan- 
tageous Offers from France, to att in Preju- | 
judice of another, for whoſe Preſervation ſhe 
hath done, and continues to do, ſuch great 
| and unpreſidented things ? 


THERE is another Paſſage in this Memo- 
rial, which, in my Opinion, utterly deſtroys 
the Credit of it: The Words are theſe ; His 
H-——ſs doth not think fit to make uſe of the 
Permiſſion the Q—— has had the Gooaneſs ſo 
friendly to grant him, of taking this Winter 
ſome of his Troops of Dragoons home to his 
own Country, having reſolved to leave them all 
in the Netherlands. *Tis hard to be ima- 
gined how his Highneſs ſhould come to 
change his Mind, and be repreſented as 
reſolved to keep his Troops in Flanders, 
in ſome manner againſt Her M—y's Will, 
when you aſſured me, in your Letters, 
that this Prince did not along ago make all 
poſſible Inſtances at our Court, to have 
them recalled. 


WHrno can help ſmiling, when he reads 
that it ſeems to be the Almighiy's Plea- 
ſure we ſhould not have a Peace? How 
comes God's Will to be better known at 


Hanover 


„„ 
Hanover than here? As if it were pre- 
deſtinated that there ſhould be no End of 
the War, whilſt England can find Ways 
and Means to raiſe Money wherewith to 


pay the German Troops. 


Bur to be ſerious: I'll ſet this trifling 
Memorial apart, and tel] you my Thoughts 
of our other Affairs. Whatever Schemes 
of Government you Court-Whizs had form- 
ed before you loſt the Power; whether the 
Shadow of Royalty in the Q-—, the Sub- 


ſtance in a Gl, or a G-—] alone; 


whether a Commonwealth with or without a 
Protector: J muſt confeſs my Opinion fo far 
diſſents from the Bulk of our Party, as to 
incline to King W-——-'s Act of Settlement; 
and as great a Whip as I am, it is my 
hearty Wiſh that the Hanover-Family may 
be the Favourites of the whole People. In 
order to that, His H ſs muſt never think 
of going againſt the Current of the Nation, 
who are ſtrongly bent for Peace, eſpecial- 
ly the Country, as I doubt our Party 
would be but too much confirmed in, 
mould the Negotiations be once broke 
off: It is thoſe Hopes that keep them 
in Heart: The El----r would have but a 
melancholy Proſpet, if, as God forbid, he 
fhould upon any Account appeal to the 


People againſt the Q——'s Conduct, eſpe- 


cially 


EF»: 
cially in behalf of a Faction; for ſo, in 
propriety, I muſt. cal] it, tho? it be our 
own: He is too quick-ſ1ghted not to ſee, 
that ſuch a Behaviour would caſt an Odium 
upon Him, even in the Opinion of thoſe 
very Perſons for whom he ſhould fo 
greatly condeſcend to leſſen his Chara- 


cter. 


Tux Arguments for inviting the Illu- 
ſtrious Houſe of Hazover hither, have been, 
That beſides having the Succeſſor on the 
Spot, which, in caſe of the Q-——'s death, 
would be a great Security; it muſt cer- 
tainly be of much advantage to have thoſe 
who are to govern us, taught our Lan- 
guage, inſtructed in our Laws, uſed to 
our Cuſtoms and manner of Government 
before-hand : But if they are brought over 
by a Faction, to ſerve the Turn of a Fa- 
ion, and by the Occaſional Force of a 
Faction, theſe Reaſons are quite per- 
verted, and an Expedient which was de- 
ſigned to prevent future Troubles, will 
endanger our running into immediate 
Ones, by which our Diviſions may be 
widened rather than cemented ; as whol- 
ſome Medicines, when unskilfully admini- 
ſtred, turn againit the Conſtitution, and be- 
come part of the Diltemper. 
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I DESsIR E, my Friend, vou would di- 
ftinguiſh what I fay upon this occafion, 
and remember how I fpeak. I am a big 
by Principle, an Enemy to France, and for 
that reaſon have joined with you in 
talking aga inſt Peace, and the preſent 
Meaſures. My Opinion hath always been, 
That Spain and the Weſt Indies ought to 
be gained from the Houſe of Bourbon; but 
1 confeſs my ſelf ſtartled by ſome Diſ- 
courſe I have lately had with Tom True- 
man; his Father's illneſs brought him into 
the Country, you are acquaintted with his 
Character, he is thought an honeſt and 
a knowing Man, which, with me, gives great 
weight to what he ſays, tho' his Prin- 
ciples differ from ours. He told me, and I 
can't doubt the Fact, That if the Miniſtry 
would conſent, in the preſent Negotia- 
tions, to let the Datch have their ſeparate 
Advantages in Trade and Barrier, and at 
the ſame time yield to them half the 
Advantages ſtipulated for Britain, the 
States would ingage to declare ia Form 
againſt carrying on the War till Spain were 
Conquered, as a Matter impracticable; 
and would fend a Memorial to that Ef- 
fect, If this be true, I muſt applaud the 
ftedfaltneſs of the Miniftry, who are fo 
patient of Clamours and Reproaches, when 
they have the ready means to juſtify mus 
they 


C33 ) 
they have done, tog vindicate all their 
Meaſures , and nai down to heir Inte- 
reſt the Dutch, who we find are in ſome 
Engliſbmens Opinion, preferable to England 
it ſelf. — 


Ir this be true, and that the preſent 
Miniſtry have really ſo much Virtue as 
to run the hazards they have done, ra- 
ther than ſhare with Holland the Advan- 
tages procured for Britain; and that the 
Datch ſay recovering Spain is impraCtica- 
ble; What are we doing? The Affair lies 
in a narrow compaſs: The whole Buſi- 
neſs of the preſent Diſpute ſeems to be, 
not 'whether we ſhall have a Peace, but 
who ſhall make- the Peace ? The Queſtion 
is not, whether Spain ſhall be reſigned, 
but who ſhall refign it? Whither Britain 
ma pretend to have ſome amends made 
her for the Blood and Treaſure ſhe hath 
ſpent; or Holland gain the ſole Benefit, as 
well at the foot of the Account, as du- 
ring the time of the Expence ? Whether 
Britain fhall be at the Head of this Ne- 
gotiation ; or whether that Figure {hall be 
made by ſome other Power 


'Tzx Choice ſeems eaſily made, and all 
honeſt Perſons, of what Party ſoever that 
wiſh well to England, will be glad to give 


up 
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up their Cant, $ #404 the Weſt Indies, 


and no longer maße ue of thoſe Words 
to miſlead the Ignorant, under pretence of 
Publick Good. Whoever attempts to ob- 
ſtruct ſuch a Peace, goes on, I fear, deſpe- 
rately in the Track of a declining Party; 
and in adhering to them, make us act 
againſt our Principles, joining with a Sett 
of Men, to the Ruin of our Country, in 
oppoſing what thoſe very Men muſt do, 


if they were uppermoſt, 


Fox once again, if the War be really 
impracticable; if the Dateh muſt actually 


| | give up Spain and the Weſt Indies, tho* we 


did not; then, I ſay, tho? Of- headed our 
Fleet, M „ our Army; tho' So---rs 
preſided in our Councils, tho? the E--l of 
S-------q reconciled the different Intereſts, 
and cemenred the whole Confederacy; and 
tho? L-d Wh--- z had the management of 
our Domeſtick Affairs, to keep all quiet at 
Home; yet {till we muſt make the Bar- 

gain theſe new Miniſters are ſuppoſed to 
be making, or not ſo good a one: Other- 
wiſe none but a Jacobzre could wiſh, that 
the Hanover-Family ſhould come over, 


unninſtructed in our Affairs, and be at 


the Head of a {mall part of the King 
dom. 
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PER HAPs you'll nder I ſo often make 
uſe of the Words N and Party, and 
apply them to our Friends: I don't ſee 
how any of the honeſt Whigs are concern- 
ed in theſe Terms, nor that, as ſuch a one, 
I have broke any Principle or Article in 
what I have here wrote. I am againſt 
yielding Spain and the Weſt Indies to the 
Houſe of Bourbon; but if they are to be 

iven up, I deſire England may have a 
bh in the Bargain, and the beſt Advan- 
tage of the Ceſſion. But if the War be 
practicable, and Spain and the Weſt Indies 
to be conquered, as a Whig I will to the ut- 
moſt oppoſe that treacherous Miniſtry, who 
would make a Peace on this Foot : Bur if 
the Caſe be really, as Tom Trueman ſtates 
it, I muſt recant, and much againſt my 
Will allow, for once, That Tories may hap- 
pen to be in the right. 

| 1 am, &c. 
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